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Flanagan USM offers free HIV screening tests
responds
to AAUP
Emma James
News Editor
On Nov. 14, USM received a letter from The American Association
for University Professors (AAUP),
an organization dedicated to advancing academic freedom and shared
governance, defined fundamental
professional values and standards
for higher education and ensuring
higher education’s contribution to
the common good, in opposition to
recent cuts. The university is now
under investigation as a result of a
noncompliance in responding on
time.
The association legally has no
standing in regards to what happens
at USM, but due to national credibility and respect in the educational
world altogether, USM’s unwillingness to comply with AAUP standards may affect its success as an
institution down the road.
President David Flanagan responded to the initial letter on Dec.
3, a week after the given deadline as
given by the AAUP, indicating that,
while USM has not followed AAUP
standards, it has been in compliance
with contracts.
“The University has undertaken
retrenchment pursuant to the contract in order to address what are real
and demonstrable financial needs
present at the University of Southern
Maine,” Flanagan wrote.
The AAUP argued that USM had
to file “financial exigency” to cut
staff and programs in the way that
it is, but Flanagan argued that this is
not the case.
“You are correct when you state
the University of Maine System has
not declared a condition of financial
exigency,” Flanagan wrote. “In fact,
it is under no obligation to do so
based on the negotiated terms of the
Collective Bargaining Agreement
with the University of Maine System faculty and applicable Trustee
policy.”
The AAUP did send a second letter, indicating its future plans for
USM, which was sent before Flanagan initially responded.
They explained that the actions
of USM have raised significant issues of academic freedom, tenure
and due process, that they describe
as “basic concerns” in the academic
community.

Katelyn Wiggins / Free Press Staff
Gorham campus during World AIDS Day recognition week.

Alex Huber
Free Press Staff
Last week by joint efforts from
the Portland and Gorham Well and
the multicultural center and health
services, free HIV screening tests
were made available to all students.
These tests were given out as
part of USM’s recognition of World

AIDS Day, Dec. 1st. In addition to
the free testing, educational events
took place on Monday.
USM went beyond a single day
of observance. The screening tests
were available all week. The test
kits used are newer and less invasive
than a standard blood test, which is
what has been used in the past for
HIV testing at health services.
These new tests use a cheek swab

to the tests, the department also provided training to the health services
staff.
Unlike normal health services
procedures, these test, as part of
World AIDS Day, were anonymous.
Over the course of the week nearly
40 of these free anonymous tests
were administered. Lisa Belanger,
the director of health services, was
pleased with the number considering that it was the week after break.
“When you’re providing an event
on the Monday after a four day
break, it’s challenging,” said Belanger.
According to the Maine Center
for Disease Control, there were 39
new cases of HIV in Maine during
2013. This brings the total number
of people diagnosed to 1706 people
living in Maine with HIV. Belanger
said that that number was lower than
the nationwide average.
“If you compared us to other
states of a similar population like
South Dakota,we have relatively
low rates,” Belanger said.
One in seven people who have
contracted HIV are unaware of
their disease. Belanger urges students who think they may need an
HIV test to contact health services.
Though the tests were intended for
this past week, Belanger said that
the tests will remain anonymous and
free until supplies run out.

and allow results to be seen in less
than half an hour, a major improvement over the blood tests. With the
blood test, a student wouldn’t have
their result on the same day. With
the rapid test, they get them before
leaving.
These free tests were given to
USM by Maine’s Department of news@usmfreepress.org
Health Services. In total the univer@USMFreePress
sity received 125 tests. In addition

Committee searches for new president
Francis Fliskiuk
Managing Editor

The online portal to submit applications and be considered as a
candidate for USM’s presidency
has closed, but the search for a
new leader is far from over.
A presidential search committee has and will continue to be
working on narrowing down the
number of applicants into a workable number of people to be interviewed starting in January.
Heading the committee is James
Irwin, a board of trustees member,
who said that he is hopeful that
his group will be reviewing excellent candidates.
The rest of the committee is
made up of representatives from
the faculty, staff, student body
and outside community. According to Irwin, the plan is to find
See AAUP on page 4 a leader that understands the ins

and outs of higher education, but
also one that exhibits entrepreneurial qualities.
“We’re not only looking for
someone who’s climbed the ranks
at an academic institution,” said
Irwin. “We want someone with a
track record of building successful relationships and partnerships
with organizations.”
Current interim president David
Flanagan has stated to his staff
that he won’t be considered as a
candidate and that he’s only serving as president until a new one
is found.
“We’ve been accepting applications on a confidential website,”
said Irwin.
The current timeline is as follows, but according to Irwin, is
not etched in stone. The committee is meeting this week to review
See PRESIDENT on page 4
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AAUP member publishes petition to reverse cuts
Francis Flisiuk
Managing Editor
A petition has been published
online representing the wishes of
scholars and teachers all over the
world to reverse the cuts and restart
the process of addressing USM’s
projected $16 million budget deficit.
So far the petition has over 300 signatures on it.
This petition comes as a response
to the recent sanction by the American Association of University Professors (AAUP), that casts USM
as an institution that blocks access
to academic freedom. According to
AAUP members like Howard Bunsis, an accounting professor from
the University of Eastern Michigan,
USM’s administration has violated
guidelines that were set out in their
statement of principles on academic
freedom and tenure.
Bunsis also believes that the elimination of five academic programs
and 50 faculty members was implemented as a way to raise money for
the metropolitan rebranding instead
of to combat the budget deficit. The
petition letter states that the rationale
behind the cuts should be questioned
citing USM’s solid reserves, annual
operating cash surpluses and a very
high bond rating.
According to the signers of the
petition, the term “metropolitan university” is just an ambiguous buzzword and USM may actually be in
strong financial condition.
Bobbi Brewer, an accounting
graduate, said that he’s looking forward to the results of the independent audit of USM’s finances that is
being conducted by the Students for

USMFuture group.
“By signing the petition, I was
hoping it might get others to sign
and that maybe someone on the
board of trustees would take notice
of an alumni expressing disgust at
what is occurring,” said Brewer. “I
have paid USM more than $100,000
during the pursuit of my degrees and
they will not see a single cent more
from me because of how they are
handling this [budget situation]. It’s
appalling.”
Casey Mccurry, a classics graduate, agrees and adds that USM’s
situation exists because of more than
just money issues. According to Mccurry, the administration fired one of
the schools most profitable professors, Jeannine Uzzi from the classics
department, even after one of her
colleagues, Peter Aicher, chose to
retire early.
“This isn’t about filling a gap; this
is about punishing an educational
agenda that [Governor Paul] LePage
and others are displeased with,” said
Mccurry.
Another local signer of the petition, Katharine Thomas is a first
year graduate student in American
and New England studies, a program
that was eliminated in September.
Because of her own personal investments lost in the administration’s decisions, Thomas said she signed the
petition out of indignation and frustration. For Thomas, “metropolitan
university” is just a nice term with a
sneaky agenda.
“It seems to me that what is going
on at USM is a reflection of the larger, national educational crisis that involves gutting public programming,
especially that of the liberal arts, in

Screenshot of the online petiion.

favor of a more business-style, money-driven model,” said Thomas. “I
could not be more opposed to that.”
While members of the administration, like Chris Quint the executive
director of public affairs, read and
take the online grievances seriously,
they also stand adamantly by their
decisions revolving staff, faculty
and program cuts.
“We take them, we read them,
but all it is is a petition,” said Quint.
“I believe in them [petitions] and
totally respect their purpose of promoting someone’s cause. But in this
context however, it’s not a cause.
This is a university that’s here to
educate students.”
Quint also noted that while the petition currently holds 339 signatures
on it, USM is an institution made

up of over 6,000 students and 1,000
faculty.
According to Quint, some of the
outrage expressed by members of the
USM community might stem from a
less than adequate understanding of
the term “structural gap,” and the
availability of the school’s $3 million in reserve funds. The reserves
need to be kept to at least 20 percent
of the entire budget, to pay for things
like construction or maintenance, for
example.
“Our structural gap is real and the
use of our reserves doesn’t make it
go away; it only balances it temporarily,” said Quint. “And you want to
have sufficient reserves. It’s not just
a rainy day fund.”
Addressing the concerns that the
budget deficit might be exaggerated

or fabricated altogether, Quint said
that the administration has been conveying the numbers to the faculty
very clearly since before Theo Kalikow was in office. Quint said that
President Flanagan goes to every
faculty senate meeting and explains
where the deficit is and what it consists of, sometimes with powerpoint
presentations.
“There are certain faculty here
who refuse to believe facts. We invite anybody to come over and look
at the budget for the tenth time,” said
Quint. “How many different ways
can we convey this information?
Outside the university nobody questions our numbers.”
francis@usmfreepress.org
@FrancisFlisiuk
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From AAUP on page 1

From PRESIDENT on page 1

“In situations of this kind, our experience has indicated that it is desirable, in fairness to the institutional
administration, to the affected faculty members, and to the institution
as a whole, to establish an ad hoc
committee composed of professors
from other academic institutions, to
conduct its own full inquiry without
prejudgment of any kind,” wrote
Anita Levy, senior program officer
of the AAUP.
The executive director has authorized the appointment of members to
fill this ad-hoc committee to investigate USM.
The committee, according to
Levy, will be provided with relevant available information for its
examination and will arrange for a
site visit in order to consult in full
measure with the chief administrative officers, affected professors and
such other members of the faculty
and administrations, to ensure that
the university will have a full opportunity to present its position.
The letter ends with indicating the
AAUP’s receptivity to resolve concerns without an investigation.
Flanagan continued to stress that
USM had followed all protocols,
and the AAUP has no standing in
matters at the university.
“Although the AAUP Recommended Institutional Regulation
on academic Freedom and Tenure,
is not a part of the University of
Maine System’s governing policies
and has never been adopted as such,
both the trustees and decision makers at USM working together have
followed all applicable university
policies and procedures,” concluded
Flanagan. “The role of the faculty
has been fully respected in this process.”
emma@usmfreepress.org
@EmmaJames94

and discuss the first big batch of
applications. In January the committee will meet again to trim
down the applicant pool even further to a group of people that can
be invited for on-campus interviews. This would be the time that
the names of the finalists would
be released to the public.
“The whole process won’t work
if we can’t protect the names of
the applicants,” said Irwin.
The committee hopes that sometime prior to the March board of
trustees meeting that they will
have three-to-four names to recommend to the chancellor. Once
the board approves of a candidate,
then the plan would be to have
that person start before the fall semester begins.
According to Irwin, the new
president will have to be someone
that embraces the new metropolitan model, a vision he believes
most of the USM community has
accepted.
“We want someone to be an
agent of change–someone who
will continue the process we started,” said Irwin.
Irwin said that a good academic
leader is a person that can communicate, identify problems and
understand the real purpose of
higher education: to provide students with the resources they need
to build enriching and meaningful
lives and careers.
Irwin said, “We need someone
to articulate why USM matters in
this community.”

francis@usmfreepress.org
@FrancisFlisiuk

Flanagan balances budget gap
Sam Hill
Editor-in-Chief
The administration announced
last week that they have successfully created a framework to balance
USM’s budget for the next fiscal
year and close its $16 million structural gap.
When everything is finalized, the
university will have eliminated 160
positions to retirements, layoffs and
nixing vacant jobs. The university
will be saving $7 million from faculty positions and $5 million from
staff and administration eliminations.
“We made difficult decisions to
arrive at this framework, decisions
that involve choices about organization, infrastructure, reserves and,
most challenging of all, personnel,”
wrote President David Flanagan in
a letter to the USM community last
week. “We are sad for the individuals affected and the loss to our community of talented colleagues.”
According to Flanagan, the framework was designed to reduce costs
in all sectors of the university, so not
one group was feeling the entirety of
the eliminations.
“This does not conclude the layoffs, but it’s virtually the end,” said
Flanagan at last week’s faculty senate meeting, mentioning that the administration was still looking to consolidate other offices, like research
and development.
Some faculty members still took
issue with the faculty eliminations.
Christy Hammer, an associate
professor of social and behavioral
sciences and president of the USM
branch of the Associated Faculties
of the Universities of Maine, asked

THE FRAMEWORK FOR A BALANCED
FY 2016 BUDGET INCLUDES:
Financial savings from faculty positions

$7 million*

Savings from staff/administrator positions

$5 million*

p

E&G research expense reductions

$400,000 $1 million

r

Increased revenue and other operational
expense reductions

$500,000 $1 million

Infrastructure/reserves

$3 million

Total

$16 million

r
p

*Total number of positions affected (retirements,
resignations, retrenchments, layoffs, nonreappointments, reductions, other vacancies and salary
savings) - 160
Source: USM Administration, 2014
Flanagan to rescind the faculty retrenchments that were announced
last month.
“You use them in your ads and
then you fire them,” said Paul Nakroshis, a professor of physics.
Nakroshis said that he had done
rough estimates of how much money the university will lose because
of the retrenchments, taking the
number of students taught by the
50 professors who were either fired
or retrenched and adding up those
tuition dollars. He said it ended up
around $16 million, more than double the savings the administration
say they’re saving through retrenchments.
“I’m not planning on losing all
of that tuition income,” said Flanagan, saying that USM will have to
alter its class sizes to match regional

p
competitors.
Hammer noted that most of the
faculty being retrenched are middleaged and have kids when she tried
to convince Flanagan to reverse the
administration’s decision. AFUM
contracts require universities to retrench junior faculty before older,
more expensive professors.
“I’m sorry the AFUM contracts
require an order to layoffs the way
that it does,” said Flanagan.
Flanagan repeated that looking
for more funding from the state government is a focus of any financialb
analysis at USM.
Flanagan said, “It’s hard to do
given the state’s economic climate
and dealing with those who are in
charge, but we’re working on it.”

news@usmfreepress.org
@USMFreePress
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BoT committee recommends dropping investments in coal
Nick McCrea
BDN Staff
The University of Maine System should cut some investments
in coal mining companies out of its
portfolio and prevent future investments in the industry, a committee
of the system’s board of trustees
recommended Wednesday.
In a 4-0 vote, the system’s Investment Committee backed a “coal divestiture policy,” which will appear
on the consent agenda — typically
reserved for issues that are likely to
pass without further discussion —
at the January 2015 board of trustees meeting.
The decision was hailed by student demonstrators as a victory in
their efforts to influence the operations of the University of Maine
System and its board of trustees,
which has been under fire amid
plans for cost-cutting, especially at
the University of Southern Maine.
The divestment policy directs
the University of Maine System’s
equity and fixed income investment managers to cull investments
in coal mining companies from the
system’s portfolio and to “negatively screen” for coal to prevent such
investments in the future.
The University of Maine System
has a total of about $1.7 million
tied up in coal investments, most
split between the managed investment pool and the operating fund,
both of which have a coal exposure
of about 0.3 percent, according to
a report by New England Pension
Consultants.
“The threat and potential costs of
climate change, the steady decline
of coal as a nonrenewable resource,
and the emergence of new green
technologies are risks that were all
considered as part of the Investment
Committee’s development of this
action item,” University of Maine
System spokesman Dan Demeritt

Gabor Degre / BDN Staff
The Divest UMaine, a student organization protested that fossil fuel producing companies are included in the
University’s endowment portfolio. The students protested in Orono two weeks ago by cleaning up a mock oil
spill and asking that the University divest in these companies.

said.
If the policy is adopted, it will
result in the system divesting about
30 percent, or $502,000, of its coal
investments, according to Demeritt. The policy does not liquidate
coal investments that are included
in mutual or commingled funds,
according to the system. Demeritt
said this policy divests from coal
wherever there is a “straight-line
opportunity” to do so.
The University of Maine System
proposal was modeled after one
Stanford University adopted earlier
this year.
Last month, a group called Divest UMaine held a demonstration
outside Fogler Library on the University of Maine campus, calling on

the system to divest itself from all
fossil fuel investments. The group
is an offshoot of a larger national
movement calling on institutions
and endowments to rid their portfolios of investments in the top 200
publicly traded fossil fuel companies.
“I think this is a major victory for
student organizing,” said Meaghan
LaSala, a University of Southern
Maine student and one of about 50
students and faculty who attended
Wednesday’s meeting in support
of the divestment plan. “The fact
that [the committee’s decision] was
unanimous, I think, is very important.”
The divestment groups have argued that public institutions such as

vestment pool has 3.2 percent exposure to fossil fuels, totaling about
$8.7 million in investments. The
pension fund has 1 percent fossil
fuel exposure, totaling $397,000.
The operating fund has 0.3 percent
fossil fuel exposure, totaling about
$742,000.
The consulting firm warned the
University of Maine System that
divesting in full from coal or all fossil fuels could have negative effects
on the rest of the system’s portfolio,
limiting its ability to manage risk,
diversify and seek returns.
The University of Maine System
argues it has been fighting climate
change for years by investing in
sustainability across its eight campuses. The system has reduced its
carbon emissions by 22 percent
since 2006, investing millions
of dollars into upgraded heating
plants, natural gas conversions and
public transportation initiatives.
“Maine’s public universities are
taking meaningful steps to reduce
our carbon footprint and to reduce
energy consumption,” Demeritt
said. “All of our campuses are utilizing renewable energy sources
and upgrading campus infrastructure, yielding both cost savings and
carbon avoidance.”
If the University of Maine System OKs the divestment, it would
join a small but growing list of
higher education institutions to do
so. That list includes Maine’s College of the Atlantic and Unity College.
This wouldn’t be the system’s
first divestiture. More than 30 years
ago, the then-young University of
Maine System voted to divest about
$1.9 million that had been invested
in banks and business in South Africa as a protest against its racial
segregation policy, apartheid.

the University of Maine System and
its campuses shouldn’t be investing
in limited, environmentally harmful
energy sources, namely fossil fuels,
and instead should be putting public
money toward renewable energy.
“This is an important first step,”
LaSala said, but the group plans
to continue to push for divestment
from other fossil fuels as well.
Wholesale divestment of fossil
fuels is a much more complicated
matter, according to the University
of Maine System.
NEPC found fossil fuel “exposure,” or the percentage of a portfolio invested in a particular security, in three areas — the managed
investment pool, pension fund and
news@usmfreepress.org
operating fund. The managed in@USMFreePress
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forehand so that when the system
starts implementing it, they know
all campuses are in support of the
policy.

Survey shows
USM prefers
two one-week
Faculty senate
spring breaks
endorses new
transfer policy
At last week’s faculty senate
meeting, professors endorsed
a new policy that would allow
transfer students who have earned
an associates degree in liberal arts
from a different regional college
to bypass USM’s general education requirements.
This policy is not being implemented immediately, but faculty
senates at other UMaine System
campues have endorsed in be-

The UMaine System is currently looking into aligning the academic schedules of all UMaine
campuses.
In an effort to gauge the idea
at USM, a member of the faculty
senate created a survey that asked
students, staff and faculty if they
had a preference on scheduling,
particularly how the spring breaks
line up.
Out of 753 respondents, 67%
said they prefer having two oneweek breaks in the spring instead
of one two week break. The sur-

vey, included comments from
respondents and the reasoning
behind their choices. A lot of nontraditional students noted that
USM’s breaks lining up with the
local public school system is essential, so they are able to spend
time with their kids and can avoid
paying for childcare.
Some students wrote that
they often visit their family during breaks, but are also working around their work schedule,
which would never allow taking
two entire weeks off.
There were many comments
regarding motivational problems
with students because of breaks
and that a two-week break would
but holes in the learning process
for both faculty and students.
This information will be sent
to officials at the system-level for
consideration.

A local man was arrested Friday
morning on a charge of possessing child pornography, state police said.
Micah Maurio, 28, was arrested
without incident at his Gray Road
apartment and taken to Cumberland County Jail, Department of
Public Safety spokesman Stephen
McCausland said.
Maurio, a local musician, was
charged with dissemination of
Photo courtesy of sexually explicit material of a perCumberland County Jail son under age 12.

Selections from the USM
Department of Public
Safety police log October
29 to November 3
Tuesday, November 18

Orphan plays in traffic

12:14 a.m. - Unwanted person. Subject trespassing on
University property
Parking lot P6, 246 Deering Ave.

Thursday, November 20

Surprise surprise, pot!

11:04 p.m. - Reported odor of marijuana.
Robie Andrews Hall, 39 University Way

Friday, November 21

Injured man jogs to hospital

Professor arrested for possession
of child pornography
Ryan McLaughlin
BDN Staff

Police Beat

A review of Maurio’s computer
revealed hundreds of images of
child pornography, according to
McCausland.
State police seized the computer, which will be further analyzed.
None of the children are believed
to be from Maine.
In addition to being a musician, Maurio is a part-time music instructor at the University of
Southern Maine.

3:08 p.m. - No transport required following medical
emergency
Bailey Hall, 16 University Way

Ganja does a body good

6:30 p.m. - Reported odor of marijuana. Unable to locate
source.
Anderson Hall, 40 Campus Ave.

Saturday, November 22

Ghost cars plague the nation

11:31 p.m. - Motor vehicle stop. Warning to operator for
operating without headlights.
Fort Hill Road

Sunday, November 23

Smoking weed every day
news@usmfreepress.org
@USMFreePress

3:52 p.m. - Report of possible marijuana violation. Unable
to locate.
Robie Andrews Hall, 39 University Way.

Wednesday, November 26

I think the big boy cop really likes me!

4:31 p.m. - Assisted Gorham Police with a call.
Cook’s Store, Main Street

Thursday, November 27

Busted lurking in parking garage

11:44 a.m. - Summons for criminal mischief issued to John
B. Warren, 24 of Bangor and Alex Kee, 23 of Bath, ME.
Kee was also arrested on an active warrant for failure to
appear.
Parking garage, 88 Bedford St.

Tuesday, December 2

Naughty, naughty, you’re on Santa’s poo list
3:08 p.m. - Reported theft of items.
Costello Complex, 43 Campus Ave.

Wednesday, December 3

We can’t afford to fix that

8:27 p.m. - Report of smell of smoke. Fire department
checked it out. Appears to be defective electrical fixture.
Law building, 246 Deering Ave.

Police logs are edited for grammar and style. They can be
found at usm.maine.edu/police/campus-crime-log.
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Perspectives
Our opinion: Cops need to check their blue privilege
We think that the recent indictment of the white cop that killed
black man Eric Garner last July
is less of a racial issue and speaks
more to the immense amount of
power that cops hold in this country.
The recent slew of police brutality
and killings is less representative of
a struggle between white and black
privilege and rather blue privilege.
In the particular case of the death
of Eric Garner let’s push racial opinions aside and focus instead on what
drives cops to use such an unnecessary amount of force. The cop, Daniel Pantaleo said that he would have
used the same amount of force on a
white suspect, and we believe him.
Even Erica Garner, the daughter of
the deceased, said in a statement to
CNN last week, that race was less
of a motivator in this case and that it
shows that some cops like to abuse
their power. Eric Garner’s imposing 6 ft. tall, 350 lb. stature might of
sparked a mental drive within Pantaleo, to be the successful, powerful cop that brings the big criminal
down.
Activists should protest and be
outraged at the legal system in place
that enables this kind of police violence.
We understand that Garner shouting, “I can’t breathe,” inherently

means that his airways were open
enough to, in fact, breathe, but that
doesn’t mean he wasn’t put into unnecessary amounts of stress and discomfort. And obviously the autopsy
report, that cited asphyxiation as the
cause of death reflected that. Police
should be trained and equipped with
the tools they need to incapacitate a
suspect with minimal pain or harm.
Why was he put into a chokehold in
the first place? Restrain the suspect
with handcuffs and continue your
inquiry after that.
Back in 1983, with the case of the
city of L.A. versus Lyons, another
black man was choked by a white
cop, but it did not end fatally. Adolph
Lyons filed a lawsuit and demanded
that the court prevent the Los Angeles police department from using
chokeholds unless they experienced
deadly force. The Supreme Court
overturned this motion, because Lyons was unable to prove that he was
personally at risk of being choked in
the future. The federal courts should
step in, to require the police departments implement better training,
communication and record keeping.
The justice system shouldn’t just
serve to punish past actions, but also
it should drive reform.
Sure, police across the country
have to deal with the dregs of soci-

ety. People are constantly trying to
lie, cheat and harm law enforcement,
and dealing with the uncertainty over
whether or not a person is dangerous
must be incredibly stressful. But the
training system and procedures that
cops follow just simply shouldn’t allow for chokeholds and beatdowns.
There are ways cops can protect
themselves, while also minimizing civilian harm. Cops should be
held accountable and act more defensively, instead of offensively. Of
course we’re not speaking for every
cop, but the current system allows
for excessive use of force, that some
cops use to their advantage on their
own personal power trips. These are
the cases we hear about, that enrages
thousands across the country.
We commend the people of Portland that mobilized and took part
in a national response to Garner’s
death at the hands of the people that
are meant to protect us. While Portland’s “We Can’t Breathe,” march
focused on racial segregation, it also
served as an excellent way to not
only pay respects to Eric Garner and
Michael Brown, but raise awareness
to how flawed aspects of our justice
system are.
Our opinion is written by the Free
Press editorial board.
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Having happy hook-ups

Lorraine Kessler
Contributor

People have a lot of feelings
about hooking up and casual sex.
Let’s just take a breather. To begin,
I want to make it explicit that your
friends, your parents, your employers, your crush all have different
feelings about you hooking up with
someone, but your feelings are the
most important. Yes, put yourself
on a pedestal. It’s your body, and
if you feel comfortable and happy,
go do as you please – or don’t do,
if that’s what you please. However,
sometimes people struggle with
their feelings, even after they’ve
already hooked up with someone.
If only there was a way to have a
safe, guaranteed hook up…
What is a safe hookup?
I’ve already discussed consent,
protection from STIs and pregnancy, but you can’t just stick a
condom over your emotions or
your confidence, can you? Unfortunately, there is no sure fire way to
make sure you don’t feel like crap
after, but here are some tips to help.
The most important thing is to be
honest with yourself and pay attention to you desires and how you
want to fulfil them. First, put other
people’s morality out of your mind
– part of being in your peak sexual
health is accepting yourself where
you are. If you want to hook up, or
don’t, it’s perfectly fine. Surround
yourself with people that value you
and your happiness more than they
value you conforming to their ex-

pectations.
So what are the “right reasons” to
hookup? It can really be attraction,
sexual desire or wanting a new sexual experience; if you’re interested
in casual sex, yes, those are perfectly valid reasons. I don’t want to
say there are wrong reasons, but if
you’re seeking a hook up to make
you feel better about yourself, as a
rebound from a past relationship,
or as a distraction from other issues, that may not be the best solution, and when you aren’t feeling like yourself, you might end
up doing things that are normally
beyond your limits. If you’re feeling lonely, a better option may be
setting up a platonic date with a
friend instead. Often times, expecting more than what the situation really is, is the reason people end up
feeling regret or guilt after a hook
up. Know yourself, your limits,
and don’t be afraid to set them and
communicate your wants.
Often times, people use apps like
Tinder or Grindr to find partners for
casual sex. It almost goes without
saying, but take all those profiles
with a grain of salt – people are
not always honest online, and they
are not always nice. Someone who
may not have the guts to be a jerk in
person may post something offensive on their profile. Discrimination also happens openly and freely
online, so prepare yourself mentally in case you see a profile that
says “no femmes, no POC, no…”
whatever else you may be. People
feel brave online, but if they’re

jerks, forget about it. There are
many, many others who will not be
bigots. Sometimes, you may come
across someone, be interested, and
then be rejected. It’s important to
respect that decision – it may not
even be personal. Sometimes people are just not looking for sex in
that moment, are hoping a particular person will notice them, are not
in the right head space or are too
intoxicated to be available tonight.
On the other hand, be polite but
firm when you reject someone –
you don’t have to be mean to make
you feelings heard, but if they continue to bother you after you’ve
asked them to leave you alone, my
motto is to always block jerks.
When you meet someone for a
hook up (who you met online or
off), meet in a public place. If it’s
late and nothing is open, meet at a
gas station where there are surveillance cameras. Always make sure
you have transportation or money
for a cab in case you need it. When
you go out, let a friend know where
you are, and maybe even the name
and number of the person you’re
with. If anything feels off, or the
person is just a jerk, trust you gut.
There are plenty of fish elsewhere.
Lorraine Kessler is a senior social work major with a minor in
women and gender studies. She is
currently interning with at USM’s
Center for Sexuality and Gender
Diversity.
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Help Mainers stay in Maine
Emily Paine
Guest Contributor
There’s something about Maine,
isn’t there? And as a Mainer in my
early 20s, Portland was the place to
be. When I first attended the University of Southern Maine, I wasn’t
looking for a traditional education;
I was working at a coffee shop and
engaging in community organizing
and art projects that took up a lot of
my time.
I had the opportunity to go to a
private liberal arts college. (I did
actually attend Hampshire College
for a year). I grew up in midcoast
Maine and my father is a doctor
who believes in higher education,
so I am one of a privileged few
who could have gotten my degree
at a private liberal arts college. But
I didn’t want to go away to a liberal
arts college. I wanted live in Portland, Maine: a vibrant city with so
much to offer young Mainers, yet
still so close to home and family.
What’s more, when I first started
taking classes at USM, it wasn’t
even in pursuit of a degree. I sim-

ply wanted to take good classes for
the sake of learning. I enrolled in
just two classes to begin with, the
Politics of Difference and Creative
Writing. They were excellent: the
faculty, the students, the readings—
I was hooked. I fit my courses in between work, projects, and friends.
Inspired by my faculty and experience at USM, I slowly came to realize that I wanted to pursue a PhD
in sociology, so that I could contribute to the world by generating social research and becoming a professor myself someday. I hunkered
down to get my B.A. in women &
gender studies and sociology.
But first, I considered transferring. Not because I wasn’t happy
at USM—I loved it there. Most of
my professors, like me, could have
been at more prestigious universities and colleges. They stayed at
USM for the same reasons I did:
they wanted to live in Portland,
Maine. And, they enjoyed teaching
at a public university with a diverse
student body.
But I thought that I’d have a better chance of getting into a PhD

program if I had a more impressive name on my transcript. This
is because USM, unlike top public
universities in states that choose to
invest in their institutions of higher
education (such as the University
of Michigan, California, Washington, Pennsylvania, Minnesota,
Oregon, and Texas—where I am
now), has fallen behind. Again, this
is not because of existing faculty.
Now that I’ve taken 24 graduate
credits at a top program, I can say
with confidence that the faculty I
had the privilege of taking courses
with at USM are extraordinary in
both their teaching capabilities and
their regard for their students’ success—both within and beyond the
classroom. Rather, it is because
USM has been barred from hiring
new faculty in many departments,
and new faculty keeps a university fresh and relevant—in a word,
competitive. If you cut off funding
for new hires (or if you cut entire
departments), you simply cannot
compete with well-funded institutions.
In the end, I did finish my degree

Perspectives
at USM. I couldn’t bring myself to
leave the university and the city I
loved. However, if I had to make
that decision again today, I would
leave. I could not risk having my
future choices constrained by the
whim of USM administrators who
seem intent on gutting their own
universities—administrators who
inexplicably refuse to consider investment as a viable alternative to
dismemberment.
Revolving administrators have
argued that enrollment is declining, and yet, they’ve refused to
acknowledge the toxic effect that
hiring freezes, mismanagement,
and their own missteps have had
on enrollment. Young Mainers (and
wannabe Mainers) would like to
get a reliably competitive education
at USM, but increasingly they are
forced to look to neighboring states
for what they need. Because it’s not
just something about Maine, is it?
It’s something about Portland.
The Board of Trustees and the
administration are arguing that the
University of Orono should serve
as the only University of Maine
system flagship, and that USM
doesn’t deserve the kind of attention deserved by UMO. The problem is, many young Mainers (like
myself) are not served well by
UMO. We want access to a vibrant
city, not an isolated “party school”
(in the words of my little brother,
who transferred from UMO to a
private liberal arts college so that
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he could have a life outside of his
coursework).
If I hadn’t been able to take classes at USM, which is well-designed
to support non-traditional students
and perfectly situated to allow students a rich life outside of classes
and coursework, I’m not sure if I
ever would gained the confidence
to believe in myself as a scholar.
Those of us who want to stay
in Southern Maine and get an affordable education—one that is
competitive with top state universities—must make our message clear
to university system administrators
and state legislators alike: invest in
USM. Invest in the UMaine system. Stop gutting our universities.
Make Maine the place for the most
enterprising, capable, and ambitious Mainers to get an education.
Demand that your administrators
do their research and follow the
examples of state universities that
have invested in expanding faculty
and departments—and thrived.

Emily Paine is a doctoral student
in the department of Sociology and
a trainee in the Population Research Center at the University of
Texas at Austin. She received her
B.A. in Women & Gender Studies and Sociology at the University of Southern Maine in 2011.
She dreams of one day returning to
Maine to teach sociology.

Conte & Crumpets

Prague:
a love story
Martin Conte
Free Press Staff

Dear Prague.
What can I say that you don’t
already know? You’re beautiful.
Alluring. Elusive. Mysterious.
From the moment we met, I felt
chills (it may have been the freezing cold temperatures, or it may
have been the way your moonlit
world seemed to come from outer
space). You’re the lover I always
wanted, and in just a few short
days we explored each other’s
nooks and crannies in a whirlwind
of energy.
It started that first night, when
I got off the plane and met Lakota and Cecily, two friends from
home. We made our way to an
afterparty for a film festival that
had recently closed, located in
what appeared to be four floors
of an abandoned office building.
Already, Prague, I could see your
sensuous curves, and we danced
together through the night to a
French DJ, surrounded by an array of that wild and crazed European party society you see in
1970’s art magazines.
The next day, I climbed your
backbone, crossing the river Vltava through the Charles Bridge,
avoiding the pockmarks of beggars literally on their hands and
knees, holding paper cups up
hopefully. At the top lay your
castle, a thousand years old and
still holding all your brainpower:
presidents, ministers and officers. And there, like a diadem on
your glorious head, sits St. Vitus
Church, looming with the Gothic
austerity of a Europe gone by, but
gleaming with stained glass win-

Martin Conte / Free Press Staff

dows dyed bright orange and red.
I stand in awe on your head, looking out over the seething streets
and bright washed buildings of
your body.
What other lovers came before me? I don’t ask this out of
jealousy but in humility. What
other souls wandered your twilight streets, asking of you the
impossible questions, hearing the
rumblings of your inner organs as
possible answers? Perhaps most
famously, Franz Kafka, one of my
own idols, now venerated in a museum located in the crook of your
shoulder just above the Thomas
Bridge. The Kafka Museum, as
much dedicated to the biography
of his life and works, as to itself

being a Kafkaesque experience,
complete with shadowy rooms,
red staircases and eerie creaking
sounds throughout. Indeed, it was
Kafka who knew you best, wasn’t
it? It was Kafka who saw in you
that “Prague never lets you go…
this dear little mother has sharp
claws.” Now, I put my feet where
his feet once were, and imagine
his terror of your streets as my
own.
Art is the skin that swaddles
your body; from the Dali/Warhol
exhibition, to the many small galleries lining your streets, someone’s creative invention is always
nearby. They tattoo your body
with paints and sculptures, following a tradition of innovation,

daring to question all that came
before them, while lovingly evoking the old gods casketed in the
cathedrals and churches. Mozart’s music is the way you hum
to me, Rilke’s poetry the whispers
we share as I go to sleep. Prague,
already my legs feel an itch to return to you! I fill my heart with
your possibilities! I dedicate my
scribblings to the vast capacities
of your soul!
I will remember you as the
woman who sat with me through
the night. After the Thanksgiving dinner I shared with the other
Americans courting you, full of
shared food and drinks, conversation and love, I catch a 2am tram
through you to the outskirts, back

to the airport. The city glowed
silently. Fellow insomniacs rode
the tram in a zombie-like calm,
passing through the drunken revelers, succumbing to your lullabying company. Each time the doors
opened, your cold swept in on us.
But it was not a frigid cold, rather
the brisk cool of a beautiful, silvery night. Three days only we
spent together, but you’ve kept a
bit of me, which I will return for
one day, I can promise you. Until
then, the clocks of Prague chime
on the hour in my heart, and she
will be a wellspring of inspiration, for months to come.
Martin Conte is a senior English major studying abroad in
Winchester, England.

24

Perspectives

December 8, 2014

Work with us next semester.

Apply now:
www.usmfreepress.org/get-involved
Staff Writers
Columnists
Photographers

Graphic Designers
Ad Executives
Marketing Assistants

Social Media Coordinators

Puzzles

December 8, 2014
Crossword

Weekly
Horoscope

Aries
March 21-April 19
You feel like traveling--mentally if
not physically. Your curiosity quotient is high today. Seek knowledge from many sources.

Taurus
April 20-May 20
Love certainly makes the world
go ‘round today! You are ready
and raring to go. Enjoy the merrygo-round of fun and games.

Gemini
May 21-June 20
Your natural stage presence, love
of fun, and talent for amusing or
entertaining others is in focus.
Have a good time!

Cancer
June 21-July 22
Your ability to spot flaws is accented, but seek solutions rather
than just seeing what’s wrong.

Leo
July 23-August 22
Pleasure comes through food,
drink, or physical contact. Indulge yourself a bit; you deserve
to feel good today.

Sudoku
A sudoku puzzle consists of
a 9 × 9–square grid subdivided into nine 3 × 3 boxes.
Some of the squares contain
numbers. The object is to fill
in the remaining squares so
that every row, every column,
and every 3 × 3 box contains
each of the numbers from 1
to 9 exactly once.

Virgo
August 23-September 22
Today’s the day to do something
for your own pleasure. Get a
massage, a facial, a manicure, a
pedicure, or other indulgence.

Cryptogram
Every letter in a cryptogram
stands for another letter.
Use the hint to crack the code.

TL ERZ ICTYY U JGGO
RM ERZO IPRWG, SR
ERZ DGP LRUF RM PKG
OUMDG?
And here is your hint:
Z=U

The solution to last
issue’s crossword
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great
good
average
alright
difficult
Libra
September 23-October 22
Pleasure comes through exercising your mind. Sharpen your wits;
tell jokes; select a class, or just
enjoy fun discussions with others.

Scorpio
October 23-November 21
Communication is the key today.
Write letters, pin little love notes
to the refrigerator, telephone, sky
write, communicate with loved
one(s).

Sagittarius
November 22-December 21
You feel critical of people or situations that do not measure up
to your expectations. Take one
small step to improve your sharing times.

Capricorn
December 22-January 19
Recreation centers on the mind.
Enjoy crossword puzzles, writing
letters, Trivial Pursuit, cards,
or other mentally stimulating
pursuits.

Aquarius
January 20-February 18
A mutual give and take can be
quite rewarding today, as long as
no one gets into keeping score
about who got more pleasure.
Enjoy!

Pisces
February 19-March 20
You and a household member
feel torn between playing it safe
and taking a chance. Create security amid some changes.
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A look back in time through Pulp fiction

Sam Hill / Editor-In-Chief
The Pulps! art exhibit showcases cheaply designed paperback magazines that were popular from 1930-1950. They depict controversial topics that are both compelling and offensive.

Brian Gordon
Free Press Staff

The headlines for The Pulps!
exhibit at the Portland Public
Library sound more like horror
movies than an art exhibit. Titles
like, “They’re Lurking Behind
Buildings” and “They Strike at
you from the Darkness” make for
an awesome exhibit that pops off
the walls with color and crime.
Pulps, or pulp fiction were
cheaply made designed paperback magazines that appealed
to a broad swath of readers. The
covers were meant to draw in the
viewer to the exciting tales within.
They were originally designed for
the working class, as something
they could afford. The pulp magazines were priced cheaply at less
than a quarter during the height of
the magazines popularity between
1930 and 1950.
The earlier pulps glorified war
as they became popular during
World War I. Other pulps depicted
cowboys and Indians which were
meant to intrigue Eastern readers
who had never traveled out West
and still imagined it to be a lawless land.
Rachael Weyand, the library
programming manager, said the
library likes to do a big illustration show this time of year.

“It’s a really good way to connect the written word and art,”
said Weyand
Weyand also mentioned it’s a
nice way to bring new people into
the library to see what’s going on.
“These images are just so captivating you can see how they
would draw people into the stories immediately. Everybody read
them,” said Weyand.
The original oil paintings that
would become the covers of the
magazines hang in the library
along with the original pulp fiction books. They are an interesting look at what Americans used
to do for entertainment before
television was invented. For a
very small investment, people
could forget their hardships in a
pulp magazine.
“These were books that people
read to escape the Depression era
and I think that shows the strength
of reading and the written word
and how powerful that is,” said
Weyand.
One of the pulp books cover
screams, “The Murder Was a
Pleasure! – The Bookie and the
Blonde.” This painting depicts a
crazed man with handcuffs hanging off his wrist holding a gun to
a waitress’ back as he makes her
pour poison into a policeman’s
coffee cup. It’s an insane scenar-

icut. The Portland Public Library
has about a third of that collection
on display.
When first published, these
magazines were not seen as art.
Even today, they’re still considered a sort of lesser art, similar
to how pop art was first marginalized. Also in common with
pop art, pulp art uses very bright
colors, creating striking images.
They are both controversial forms
of art. Some of the pulps are titled
“Spicy Westerns,” a precursor to
later pornographic magazines.
The Pulps exhibit is open every day except Sunday and until
December 26 at the Portland Public Library, 5 Monument Square.
It’s free although a $5 donation is
suggested.
It is a good way to pass an afternoon and lose yourself in the old
Rachael Weyand, Library programming
pulp fiction.
manager of the Portland Public Library
“They’re just fun to look at,
they’re nostalgic,” said Weyland.
Just don’t show up like the Hol“These paintings are a real ing it to the publisher, the publish- lywood Detective, “Drunk, Disorsnapshot to how people felt and er using the painting for a cover derly and Dead” or you may have
thought in the 30s, 40s and 50s. of a magazine and then throwing to “Cover the Corpses Eyes.”
r
The stories are so compelling yet it out.
Weyand explained that not a lot
also almost offending,” said Weyof individuals saved the original
and.
As the books became more pop- paintings or pulp magazines.The
ular over the years, more compe- few that survive today have been
tition amongst publishers meant donated by Robert Lesser to the arts@usmfreepress.org
@USMFreePress
racier covers. Weyand noted that New Britain Museum in Connect-

io, one that is cool to witness in a
giant eighty year old painting.
The library has one section titled “Ladies in Terror,” which displays a whole slew of paintings of
half-naked women trying to fend
off fiends. Many of the covers depict rape and crime but in a ludicrous way.

some people would even tear off
the cover of their pulps because
they were embarrassed to be reading them in public.
Weyand believes it is neat to
imagine the artist who used to
create one of these large paintings
every week, going through the
hassle of getting a courier, send-

These were books that
people read to escape the
Depression era and I think
that shows the strength of
reading and the written work
and how powerful that is.

December 8, 2014

Arts & Culture

27

Arts & Culture
Local shopping supports local families
Recommends: Fiberarts
exhibit in Glickman library

Katelyn Wiggins / Free Press Staff
The exhibit in Glickman showcases a variety of other unique art forms.

Krysteana Scribner
Arts & Culture Editor
The typical art exhibit one may
imagine consists of painted canvas or pastel drawings. However,
Fiberarts is a form of art that takes
everyday items and makes it into
something new.
Located in Glickman library on
the 7th floor, USM is hosting a new
exhibit titled, “Maine Fiberarts”
which showcases woven textiles,
netted june bugs, collaged fabric,

from Maine and include Noreen
Blaiklock, Barbara Burns and many
others.
“All of these artists are such hard
workers, because what they do requires hours and hours of handwork,” said Macchi.
Macchi also believes that the
items in this exhibit are unique because we are seeing an expression
of art that is trying to keep an old
tradition alive.
“Netting bags used to be created

Krysteana Scribner
Arts & Culture Editor

Local shopping around the holidays can be a fun way to buy unique
gifts for the people in your life. With
big name franchises seemingly taking the stage, Portland residents believe that shopping local is more important than ever this time of year.
Ranked by the business review
website yelp as the top city in the
United States for local shopping
during the holidays, Portland shops
have a lot to offer to residents and
tourists alike. Portland beat out other larger cities such as Detroit, Minneapolis, New Orleans, Seattle and
even Portland, Oregon.
Anne Corvett, a volunteer at
The Art Mart on Congress St. and
a Portland Local believes that it’s
important to remember that supporting local shops supports the
Maine economy and the money
spent locally doesn’t leave the state
of Maine.
“Local shopping also supports
local families.The service at local
business is much better than bigger
stores too, because we really care
about our products and the people
that shop here,” said Corvett.
Corvett also explained that although people shop at larger stores
like Target or Walmart, they can
always shop locally for a variety of
interesting items that Portland has
to offer.
“Smaller stores don’t always
have as large an inventory as large
companies do. However, people
will shop locally because they are
looking not for the what everyone
else has, but for unique items such
as homemade jams or knit sweaters,” said Corvett.
Sophomore computer science
major Jeffrey Beaudoin believes
that shopping local means investing in a local economy. He further
explained that Portland has a lot of
diversity which may have been a
contributor to the review Portland

Christine Macchi, Executive Director of Maine Fiberarts

as part of fisherman tradition, and
some of the hand woven fish net
art reflects some historical aspects
in the most unique and intriguing
ways,” said Macchi.
Macchi explained that the work is
innovative as much as it is beautiful, and makes for an amazing celebration of handwork that everyone
should take the chance to look at.
“It’s great to see what Maine artists are up to, and this exhibit broadens your ideas of what fiber involves
and may even inspire viewers to try
their own hand at something new,”
said Macchi.
This exhibit at USM will be open
until December 19th. If you don’t
get a chance to see the exhibit at
USM, Maine Fiberarts Center in
Topsham will be having another exhibit that displays similar handcrafted works to the ones seen at USM.
krysteana@usmfreepress.org
y
@USMFreePress

Congress St. has a variety of local shops that appeal to people of all ages.

Most of the money goes
out of town when you shop
at larger stores. However,
shopping locally causes the
money to stay in the Portland area.
Michael Fury, Owner of Irelands Crystals and Crafts

was given on yelp.
“There are a lot of entrepreneurs
that are trying new things. There
are also a lot of new shops that have
something for everyone. Shopping
locally is a great way to find something unique for everyone this time
of year,” said Beaudoin.
Michael Furey, the owner of Irelands Crystals and Crafts on Congress St., has been a local business
owner for over 35 years. He says
that a lot of customers have told him
local shopping is more convenient
than shopping at the mall, because
they don’t have to wait in long times
and local shops have wonderful customer service.

“I think Portland is an excellent
place to shop. It’s not too crowded
and each local store has a nice selection of goods,” said Furey.
When asked what the most important thing people should know
about local shopping during the holidays, Furey explained that money
that is spent here, stays here.
“Most of that money goes out of
town when you shop at larger stores.
However, shopping locally causes
the money to stay in the Portland
area. The money they spend here
stays locally,” said Furey.

beer should be up to the task, so it
VKRXOGEHDFUDIWEHHU
Why craft beer? For one thing, by
GH¿QLWLRQ FUDIW EUHZHUV DUHQ¶W DOlowed to use any ingredient in their
beer that doesn’t contribute to the
ÀDYRURIWKHEHHU7KLVSUHFOXGHVXV
IURPXVLQJLQIHULRULQJUHGLHQWVOLNH
ULFHDQGFRUQVROLGVLQOLHXRIPDOWed barley, as a cheaper source of
VWDUFKWRDLGLQDOFRKROSURGXFWLRQ
,VQ¶W WKDW VSHFLDO VRPHRQH QRW WR
PHQWLRQ\RXUVHOIGHVHUYLQJRIIXOO
ÀDYRU" $OVR E\ GH¿QLWLRQ \RXU
craft brewer is independent and
LVQ¶WDOORZHGWREHWKDWZRUOGGRPLQDWLRQ PHJDSURGXFHU7KDW¶V QRW
WRVD\WKRVHPHJDSURGXFHUVDUHQ¶W
WU\LQJ WR IRRO \RX %HZDUH RI WKH
LPLWDWRUVZKRJRWRJUHDWOHQJWKVWR
be perceived as a craft brewer, but
DUHQ¶W
There are a few things that craft
enthusiasts hold dear in their support of craft beer, like authenticity
DQG LQWHJULW\ 7KHVH DUH WKH YHU\
DWWULEXWHV HYHU\RQH DW 6KLS\DUG
%UHZLQJ &RPSDQ\ VWULYHV WR SUHserve in our products and in our
EXVLQHVV :KDW PDNHV 6KLS\DUG
authentic? Well, we’re an original
SOD\HU IURP WKH EHJLQQLQJV RI WKH
craft beer revolution here in the
1RUWKHDVW LQ WKH HDUO\ V :H
started at the grassroots level as a
VPDOO KXPEOH RQ SUHPLVH EUHZpub, Federal Jack’s in Kennebunk,

0DLQH )DVWIRUZDUG  \HDUV WR
WRGD\ ,Q WKDW WLPH 6KLS\DUG KDV
HQMR\HG LPSUHVVLYH JURZWK ± EHFRPLQJ0DLQH¶VODUJHVWFUDIWEUHZer and the nation’s 14 largest craft
EUHZHU 2XU RYHUULGLQJ SULQFLSDO
LV WR QRW FRPSURPLVH WKH LQWHJULW\
RI RXU LQJUHGLHQWV DQG SURFHVV$W
6KLS\DUG ZH SURGXFH LQQRYDWLYH
ZHOOEDODQFHG ÀDYRUIXO EHHUV HPSOR\LQJ WUDGLWLRQDO EUHZLQJ PHWKRGV XVLQJ RQO\ WKH ¿QHVW TXDOLW\
LQJUHGLHQWV
Now that I’ve got you feeling
ZDUPDQGIX]]\ZH¶YHVWLOOJRWDOO
WKDWVKRSSLQJWRGR0D\,VXJJHVW
a visit to our gift shop right at the
EUHZHU\ LQ 3RUWODQG" &RPH RQ LQ
DQGZDUPXSWDNHLQDVKRUWYLGHR
to learn about our history and brewLQJ SURFHVV VDPSOH RXU EHHU DQG
&DSW¶Q(OL¶V6RGDVRUFRQVXOWZLWK
RXU NQRZOHGJHDEOH VWDII7KH\ DUH
full of great gift giving ideas and
FDQFXVWRPL]HDJLIWEDVNHWIRUWKDW
EHHU HQWKXVLDVW RQ \RXU OLVW 2XU
&DSWDLQ¶V&ROOHFWLRQDQG,3$9DULHW\3DFNVDOVRPDNHJUHDWSUHVHQWV$QGRXU6LJQDWXUH6HULHVDQG
%RXUERQ%DUUHO$JHGEHHUVDGGWR
DQ\IHVWLYHRFFDVLRQ
The greatest gift we can hope to
receive is an invitation into your
KRPH IRU WKH KROLGD\V )URP DOO
RI XV DW 6KLS\DUG ZH ZLVK \RX D
healthy, rewarding and happy holLGD\VHDVRQ&KHHUV

krysteana@usmfreepress.org
y
@USMFreePress

Beer by Bruce

All of these artists are
such hard workers because
what they do requires hours and
hours of hard work.
stitched landscapes and a variety of
other unique art forms.
Maine Fiber arts is a non-profit
located on Main St. in Topsham,
Maine. Christine Macchi, executive director of the Maine Fiberarts
Museum, said that Maine Fiberarts
has been wanting to expand their
exhibit beyond their own doors to
other venues. When space became
available at USM, they opened an
exhibit for students and staff at the
University to enjoy.
“It is a show of contemporary
fiber arts by mostly Maine artists.
There are 20 different items and it’s
a wide variety of medium. There are
items from Art quilts and patted lace
to hand made books and beaded
rocks,” said Macchi.
Two of the artists, Linda Brunelle
and Lyne Beaulie come from Montreal. Roslyn Logsdon lives in
Maryland and basketry maker Peggy Whitney Hobbs lives in Pennsylvania. The rest of the artists come

Aaron Damon / Free Press Staff

:WVUZVYLK*VU[LU[MYVT
:OPW`HYK)YL^PUN
The holidays are upon us, the
clock is ticking, and the shopping
IUHQ]\LV¿HUFH%XWWKLVLVDWLPHRI
FHOHEUDWLRQDQGVKDULQJZLWKIDPLO\DQGIULHQGVDQGWRWDNHWKHWLPH
WRGUDZDGHHSFDOPLQJEUHDWKDQG
UHÀHFWRQWKHWUXO\LPSRUWDQWWKLQJV
LQRXUOLYHV6RXQGVOLNHDKHDOWK\
even rewarding endeavor, doesn’t
it? In reality, with everything going on, it could be harder to pull off
WKDQ\RX¶GWKLQN
Here’s a suggestion that should
ease you into the spirit of the seaVRQ ,QYLWH VRPHRQH LQWHUHVWLQJ
WRMRLQ\RXIRUD¿QHFUDIWEHHU$
JRRGEHHUVKDUHGZLWKJUHDWFRPSDQ\LVRQHRIOLIH¶VVLPSOHSOHDVXUHV
±PRVWRIWHQOHDGLQJWRVWLPXODWLQJ
FRQYHUVDWLRQ DQG FRPUDGHU\ 7KH
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Aquanotes Waterproof Notepad:
Unfortunate Fortune Cookies:
$7.99 at Vat19.com
$8.99 at Vat19.com
Some of the best ideas come to us in the shower,
Let’s face it: Fortune cookies we get in chinese
BARBOSAL STASH STORAGE CAN:
food have boring prophecies such as ‘your future when we are at a loss and usually forget them once we’re
$10.00 at Spencers.com
Looking for a way to hide your personal belong- is bright’ and ‘you will find love tomorrow.’ Unfortunate done. With a waterproof note pad, you’ll never have to let
your ideas go down the drain again.
ings from roommates? This storage can disguised fortune cookies come with fortunes that are anything but
as a shaving cream can will allow for you to hide pleasant. These fun little cookies can be replaced with the
Novelty bandages:
original ones when you get with Chinese food. Surprise
items in the most obvious spots without giving it away.
$3.99 at Perpetualkid.com
your friends and family with fortunes like ‘you just ate
For the inner child in us all, the novelty bandages
cat.’ It will have everyone laughing out loud and curious
from this website have fun sayings and pictures on them
to
read more.
Fun Coffee Mugs:
that is sure to make any cut or scrape a little less painful.
$9.99 at Spencers.com
Bacon bandages, pickle bandages, Shakespearean insult
Cool Touch Microwave Bowl:
Looking for a mug to reflect an important person
bandages and so many other kinds of bandages are up for
$9.99 at Vat19.com
in your life? Spencers has such a wide variety
College kids like to eat ramen, soup and other mi- grabs during this gift giving season.
to fit each of your loved ones individual personalities. One mug is shaped as a toilet bowl, the other as crowavable items because they are easy, cheap and delia prescription bottle and another one covered with Ninja cious. However, the worst part is always pulling the hot .
Turtles. Take a look at all their options to see which one bowl out of the microwave after it has been cooking for a
while. This cool to the touch microwave bowl allows you
would best fit your friends holiday gift list.
to cook your food as long as you want while still having
the outside of the bowl be comfortable to grasp.
Grilled Cheese Toaster Bags:
$9.99 at Uncommongoods.com
Waboba Ball:
Have you ever craved a toasted sandwich but not
$8.99 at Vat19.com
had the stove to cook it on? Now you can use
Although this awesome gift can’t be used until
an item called the toaster bag. You simply put your
the summer, the Waboba ball can be bounced on
sandwich in the bag, place it in a toaster, and it comes
out toasted to perfect and makes for a hassle free grilled water like a skipping stone, often bouncing as high as five
feet into the air! The ball is lightweight, brightly colored
cheese experience.
and floats on water so you never have to worry about losing it in the ocean.
Man Candles:
Smallest Mini Camera Camcorder Hidden
$9.99 at Vat19.com
Web Cam: $7.99 at Amazon.com
Who says candles can’t be a great Christmas gift
The smallest mini camcorder can be used to capfor guys? These candles hold what vat19.com
ture anything. Being no bigger than your fingertip,
considers to be ‘masculine smells’ such as beer, bacon and
golf. For a fun and quirky gift, these candles would make this mini camera is 2.0 megapixels of pure cuteness. For
y
a cute stocking stuffer for a boyfriend or younger brother. whatever reason you decide to use it, this camera makes krysteana@usmfreepress.org
@USMFreePress
for a perfect gift for a best friend or sibling.
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